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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes  

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2021 

 

YEAR 11                                       ENGLISH                              TIME: 2 hours  
 
 
Name: ______________________ ________                  Class: ____________ 

 
 

Oral Listening Comprehension Paper 1 Paper 2 TOTAL 

    

 

 

SECTION A – LANGUAGE                                                                    15 MARKS  

    

A.  Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in brackets. The first 

one (0) has been done for you.                                                5 marks [     ] 
 

A 12-year-old Italian boy kept calm when he (0) stumbled (stumble) onto a massive 

brown bear while he (1) _____________________ (have) a picnic with his family in 

the Dolomites in northern Italy. The chilling encounter                                                   

(2) _______________________ (catch) on camera. It showed that Alessandro                        

(3) _______________________ (wander) into some bushes looking for pine cones.  

Suddenly a bear (4) _____________________ (appear) just some metres away from 

him.  The frantic adults told the boy not (5) ________________ (panic).  “Keep 

walking, Ale, (6) ____________________ (not turn) your back on him,” his father 

shouted.  “He (7) _________________ (just mind) his own business.”  The boy 

managed to walk away slowly to safety.  Alessandro said that he                                        

(8) ___________________ (read) about bears at school so he considered himself 

prepared.  “It (9) ____________________ (be) an exciting adventure,” he told the 

local press although he’s aware that this bear encounter                                                

(10) _________________________ (have) a real grisly outcome. 
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B.  Fill in the blanks with a word formed from the words in brackets.  The 

first one (0) has been done for you.                                          5 marks [    ] 
 

To all colleagues: 
 

This is the formal (0) announcement (announce) of our company’s Christmas 

party, which will take place on Friday, 18th December at 8pm.  I am pleased to inform 

everyone that the party is free for all (1) _________________ (employ).  After 

considering two (2) __________________ (suggest) for possible venues, we have 

decided to hold the party at Garden House Restaurant.  Some members of staff have 

questioned the (3) _________________ (suit) of Garden House as it is an out-of-

town restaurant, but we believe that the (4) ____________________ (exception) 

cuisine will more than make up for any (5) ___________________ (convenient) in 

getting there.  The management regrets that it cannot bear the expense of (6) 

_____________________ (add) guests; if you wish to bring friends or family, you 

will need to purchase extra (7) ______________________ (invite).  However, we do 

not have an (8) ______________________ (limit) supply of tickets so please contact 

Anne Brown to check (9) ____________________ (available).  Although there are 

no dress (10) ______________________ (restrict) at Garden House we would 

request that you dress smartly. 

 

C.  Fill in the blanks with ONE appropriate word. The first one (0) has been 

done for you.                                                                               5 marks [    ] 

Our ultimate (0) escape from whatever life has thrown at us during our waking day is 

sleep.  Nature’s healer lowers our eyelids and we soon slip (1) ________________ 

unconsciousness.  Every night we are given a period of time in which our                         

(2) ________________ and minds can recuperate and prepare us for the trials and 

demands of (3) ____________ following day.  As we all know, our subconscious 

controls the quiet periods, taking our minds on journeys (4) __________________ of 

events and half-remembered thoughts from our conscious hours. (5) _____________ 

dreams are usually fragmented patterns (6) _________________ sensations and 

pictures, sometimes pleasant, sometimes unpleasant. These periods of 

unconsciousness and dreams are (7) __________________ to our health and well-

being but an increasing number of people today (8) __________________ from an 

inability to enjoy this necessary form of escape.  Insomnia (9) _______________ a 

high proportion of us and this can have dire (10) ______________________. 
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SECTION B - READING COMPREHENSION                                           20 MARKS      

 
 

Read the passage, which is on a separate sheet, and answer the questions 
below. 

 
1.  Underline the best title for the passage.              ½ mark [      ] 
 

a. Iceland’s – past and present   

b. The unexpected philosophy Icelanders live by  

c.  Travelling around Iceland – my experience  

d. The island on the edge of the North Atlantic  

 

 

2.  Are the following statements True (T) or False (F)? Circle the correct answer and 
give a reason from the text.                        4 marks [      ] 

 
 
 a.  The roads were totally empty when the campervan stopped.  

  True/False because ____________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 b.  Natural sources of energy are used to power most of the country.   

  True/False because ____________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 c.  Iceland’s economy has recently declined.                                                        

True/False because ____________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 d.  According to a 2017 survey, the majority of Icelanders live by the ‘þetta 

reddast’ attitude. 

  True/False because ____________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  List TWO natural disasters from Iceland’s past.                             1 mark [      ] 

 

 a.  ____________________________________________________________ 

       b.  ____________________________________________________________ 
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4.  Give an example which shows that “the Iceland of old wasn’t that long ago”. 

                                                                                                       ½ mark [      ] 
 

        ________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.   a.  Why does Iceland “move” in a way few other countries do?       1 mark [      ] 
         

       _________________________________________________________________ 
     

       _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

      b.  How does this affect the island?                                            1 mark [      ] 
  

 ________________________________________________________________ 

     ________________________________________________________________ 

6.   Between lines 33 and 51, quote a phrase of 4 words which means that on certain  

      occasions you have to take quick decisions.                                    1 mark [      ]                        
       
       ________________________________________________________________ 

        

7.  Explain in your own words the following:  

        “þetta reddast is less a refusal to deal with problems and more an admission 
that sometimes you must make the best of the hand you’ve been dealt.”  

        (l. 47/48)                                                                                  1 mark [      ] 
       

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

                            

8.  How did Iceland turn the 2010 volcanic eruption to their advantage?  
                                                                                                                                       1 mark [      ] 
 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

       ________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  What do these words refer to in the passage?                      2 marks [      ] 

a.  we (line 1)  ________________________________________________ 

b.  them (line 7) ________________________________________________ 

c.  it (line 42) ________________________________________________ 

d.  our (line 50) ________________________________________________ 
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10.  Find words from lines 14 to 27, which are similar in meaning to:  
            2 marks [      ] 

a.   drifting    -     _________________________________ 

b. frivolous   -     _________________________________ 

c.  full    -      _________________________________ 

d.  wiping out  -     _________________________________ 

           

11.   In a paragraph of not more than 40 of your own words, explain why Iceland is 

 described as “a barely inhabitable rock on the edge of the North Atlantic.” (l.63)                                                                                 
                                                                                                4 marks [      ] 

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  

                                                                                       

12.   How did the author adopt the Icelanders’ philosophy in the end?     1 mark [      ] 

       _________________________________________________________________ 

       _________________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION C – COMPOSITION                                                25 MARKS 

 
Write between 180 and 200 words on ONE of the following:       
 

1. Write a short story for a national writing competition starting with the words: 

        ‘Sarah held the gold necklace in her hand and slowly opened the locket revealing 
an old photo inside.’  

 
2.    You have recently attended a course on the importance of finding a balance 

between work and leisure in our lives. Write an article for your school website 

entitled ‘Tips for a better and happier life’.  
 

3. You are Sarah Adams (sarahadams@mail.com). Write an email to the Mayor, Mr. 
John Evans (johnevans@mail.com) in which you complain about the lack of green 
and open spaces in your locality. Explain how this is affecting residents and 

suggest ways in which you can make your locality greener and create more open 
spaces.  

 

To: johnevans@mail.com 

From:  sarahadams@mail.com 

Subject: A better locality  

 

 
 
Composition title no:  ____ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                    

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:johnevans@mail.com
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________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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